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those that might have been urged on the opposite
side.

A hard-and-fast line between society and the
units of which it is composed cannot, in fact, be
drawn ; and, therefore, no general law of liberty
can be laid down. With such an imitative animal
as man, an action, to be strictly self-regard-
ing, must also be strictly private, and so by its
very nature withdrawn from the cognisance of
others. Various vices of a purely self-regarding
character may, of course, be very effectually pre-
vented by not allowing the means for indulging in
them to be sold. But, on self-defensive principles,
society is surely justified in shielding its members
against temptation ; and Mill himself seems to
admit this in discussing the ethics of public-house
legislation, and the expediency of prohibiting the
pandar's trade.

In his argument against religious intolerance
Mill occupies much firmer ground, though not
all of it is of equal value ; and the question of
whether or not it is desirable to sanction the educa-
tion of children in beliefs generally rejected by the
educated classes remains untouched. Like most
Benthamites, he was against having religion of
any kind taught at the public expense.

Miirs claim of the right to question every dogma
of religion, even the most fundamental, made at
least one illustrious convert in the person of Buckle,
who wrote an enthusiastic review of the essay On
Liberty, and, contrary to the strong language used
in his own first volume, expressed his readiness
to consider patiently anything that could be said
against his own belief in a future life. He also